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2 comments

Best  

• •

Elzbieta Matynia •  

It is not easy to capture the small elements of a big

history, and to illuminate them in the process. Who today, after all, remembers the

imposition of Martial Law in Poland on the freezing night of December 13, 1981,

twenty-two years ago, and the drama of the obliteration of what for so many had been the

once-in-a-lifetime hope of infusing life with the absent and hitherto merely abstract qualities

of justice, citizenship, equality? The crackdown on Solidarity, a workers’

movement of a whole new kind and the first democratic project in the Soviet Bloc that was

independent of the regime, took away the hope of millions of Poles, and the tanks in the

streets brought us a deja vu of 1956 Budapest, or 1968 Prague.

Now, that was the big history. The smaller one has many parts, but one of them, the artistic

community and its role in preparing for the Solidarity experience and re-imagining a

democratic future, has been grasped superbly in Jeff Goldfarb’s piece on the artist Jan

Sawka. Some of us may remember Jan from his intelligent drawings for the New York

Times’ opinion pages, or from his bold posters hanging in many

Manhattan apartments. But Sawka, like some of the much earlier Dutch painters, had an

unusual talent for capturing a detail that made us dream and then think about change, and

think that we were not any worse than our peers who lived in Amsterdam or New York. And

  

• •

Gisela Albuquerque •  

Reading this article was both, pleasant and inspiring. I realized that while I had known

many of Jan Sawka's work, I had not related the work with the artist. Thank you Jeff, for

your the opportunity to be fair with the artist and for the nice touch of your personal

encounters with Jan. But reading the article also send me on a journey of my own. Seeing

again the well known piece "Let Poland Be Poland" on the Solidarność movement

transported me back to 1981, my first year in college in Brazil. It also reminded me of my

first deliberate political act as part of a student elected association of the school of

engineering at the University of Brasilia, UnB. There and then, my peers and I participated

in one of the first peaceful demonstrations of the "Diretas Ja" movement, marking the

transition to free elections for president in Brazil after the military dictatorship period. Thank

you for stirring my own memories of first hand experience of The Power of the Not So

Powerless.
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